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The current strike by Canada Post employees 
is having a direct effect on charitable organi-
zations across the country that rely on mail to 
receive donations.

There have been no negotiations since the 
postal workers went on strike and stopped 
delivering mail on Nov. 15.

While many charitable organizations accept 
donations through electronic means, some peo-
ple still prefer to send a cheque to their favou-
rite charity.

With many people inspired to give to causes 
around the holiday season, this time of year 
accounts for 40 to 60 per cent of donations 
given to many charities.

Many seniors who donate to charities have 
limited knowledge of electronic-based dona-
tion platforms and prefer to give donations by 
cheque.

The Stevenson Memorial Hospital Founda-
tion (SMHF) is starting to feel the impact of the 
non-delivery of mail and is trying to minimize 
the impact of the strike.

SMHF CEO Frank Cerisano, while sympa-
thetic to postal workers and their intentions, 
said the Foundation is “more concerned than 
anything else,” about the impact a prolonged 
strike will have on donations to the Foundation.

“It’s common knowledge that many charities 
across Canada still have donors that rely on the 
mail,” Mr. Cerisano said. “It won’t affect just 
the Hospital Foundation, but charities across 
the country. In December, the average charity 
will receive between 40 and 60 per cent of their 
donations. For the Hospital Foundation, this 
will represent around 15 per cent. We will start 
to contact donors offering online options, and 
see if they can get some online assistance. They 
are always welcome to drop off donations right 
at the hospital.”

Dropping off donations, however, may not be 

practical for someone who doesn’t drive or has 
mobility issues.

A drop in donations will mean “there will be 
less equipment bought for the hospital,” Mr. 

Cerisano said, adding “We will get through this 
season. We·ll have a Eetter idea of our financial 
standpoint later.  We’re trying to minimize the 
impact.”

Postal strike a�ecting Hospital Foundation donations

POSTAL STRIKE  IM PACT – The strike at Canada P ost is p reventing S tevenson M emorial 
Hosp ital Foundation from receiving holiday donations b y mail, resulting in a reduced amount 
of donated funds through the holiday season.     BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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County of Simcoe Council approved a 
$962 million budget on Nov. 26, focused on 
the resources necessary to maintain existing 
services and address significant growth in its 
communities.

The 2025 budget includes strategic alloca-
tions that enable the County to continue to 
invest in services and assets such as infra-
structure, long-term care, paramedic services, 
museum, transit, affordable housing, the 
Lake Simcoe Regional Airport, waste collec-
tions, economic development, tourism, and 
enhancements to the road network.

At the direction and approval of County 

Council, residents will see a 3.625 per cent 
increase on the County portion of their munic-
ipal property taxes in 2025. This represents an 
impact of approximately $10.86 per $100,000 
property assessment across the region.

Simcoe County residential property taxes 
fund $224.6 million of the budget with the 
remaining amount from other revenues and 
funding streams.

“County Council and staff worked hard to 
limit the impact of this budget on our resi-
dents, while ensuring we maintain the ability 
to meet service demands and infrastructure 
needs as our communities continue to grow,” 
said County Warden Basil Clarke. “When 
times are challenging, the demand for County 
services is greater than ever. As we head 

into 2025, we look forward to opening more 
affordable housing units, creating new spaces 
for those living unhoused, making driving 
easier and safer across our road network, sup-
porting the environment through waste man-
agement and sustainability programs, creating 
more transit connections, supporting more 
seniors in need of care and services and creat-
ing more jobs as we build up Simcoe County.”  

The &ounty maintains a strong financial 
position having received an AA+ long-term 
issuer credit rating from S&P Global Ratings – 
a provider of high-quality market intelligence 
in the form of credit ratings and research.

The County’s 2025 budget includes new 
LINX Transit routes to serve South Simcoe 
communities, continued progress at the Sim-
coe Village Campus redevelopment, a large 
affordable housing build in Barrie and phased 
road work on CR4, 21, and 22. 

The budget also includes a new paramedic 
station in Waubaushene, museum expansion 
for the C. Matthews Innovation and Trans-
portation Gallery, and redevelopment of the 
Bradford West Gwillimbury waste drop-off 
facility.

The County of Simcoe’s total operating and 
capital expenditures for 2024 were $962 mil-
lion.

This includes:
• LTC homes - $188 million
• Seniors services - $12 million
• Paramedic services - $83 million
• Children services $151 million
• Social housing $120 million
• Ontario works - $85 million
• Community services $30 million
• Transportation and engineering $89 mil-

lion
• Solid waste management $82 million

Simcoe County Council approves 2025 Budget with 3.6 per cent increase

Tires slashed at Tottenham Legion parking lot 
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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The Nottawasaga Detachment of the 
Ontario Provincial Police is currently 
investigating an act of mischief in Totten-
ham and looking for the public’s help in 
identifying a suspect who slashed the tires 
of a vehicle.

The vehicle was parked overnight in the 
Tottenham Legion parking lot located at 
25 Richmond Street East on Friday, Nov. 
15.

Video obtained shows that at approxi-
mately 1:43 am., a caucasian male, wearing 

an all-black hoodie, blue jeans, and black 
and white shoes, approached the vehicle to 
the passenger side and proceeded

to stab the tires. 
The suspect then departed the area while 

placing an item in his pocket. he was last 
seen heading northbound on Elizabeth 
Street.

Nottawasaga OPP is requesting that any-
one living in this area with video doorbell 
cameras or home exterior surveillance 
review footage to see if anyone matches 
the description. 

If so, please contact Nottawasaga OPP at 
1-888-310-1122 (ref E241523813).
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ALLISTON ON THE BOYNE
THE LEGACY OF A MILL TOWN

Carolyn Knowles

Ideal Christmas present!

This hard cover book with 330 pages including 270 images of 
the past chronicles the history of Alliston from 1847 to 1991. 
Alliston was originally established as a mill site and slowly grew 
into a flourishing municipality throughout the 1900s. In 1991, 
Alliston was amalgamated into the newly established Town of 
New Tecumseth.

$70.00

Available for purchase: Museum on The Boyne, Gibson Centre,
FortyOne Art Market at 41 Victoria St. E. and Next Chapter bookstore.

For more information, visit: allistonhistorybook.ca
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Several members of the Banting Memorial 
High School Robotics Team will be travelling 
to an international robotics event in Hanover, 
*ermany during the first weeN of $pril ne[t 
year. Coming with them is a robot goalie they 
plan to e[hiEit. 

The Hanover Messe (German for fair), com-
bines mechanical and electrical engineering 
with computer science to open up new hori-
zons with robot technology.

The Robotics Club at Banting is a thriving 
and popular cluE where teachers and students 
worN together on proMects. 6ome of the proM-
ects are self-directed while others come in 
the form of a challenge where they can go up 
against other schools with the same challenge.

When the team travels to Germany, they will 
Ee taNing their roEot goalie with them. The 
roEot goalie is designed to stop hocNey pucNs 
using a high-tech design and cameras that can 
read the traMectory of a pucN Áying toward it.

The high school’s robotics club was started 
in 201� and TuicNly Eecame popular among 
students who have an interest in science and 
roEots in particular. They prefer to Ee Nnown 
as a team rather than a club because everyone 
contriEutes in different ways to the proMects 
they build.

“Our main focus is something called First 
5oEotics�µ e[plained Banting faculty memEer 
Bryan Haas, who leads the club. “First Robot-
ics has a Eig competition every year. (very 
year there·s a new competition and we don·t 
Nnow what it is until the first 6aturday in -anu-
ary. They are high school competitions Eut 
usually they are held at Eigger venues liNe uni-
versities. We built a dancing robot three years 
ago.”

The dancing roEot came aEout when a film 

director was so impressed with the school·s 
worN� that he asNed if they could Euild a roEot 
for a film.

´They asNed if we could Euild a dancing 
roEot that looNed liNe an alien from another 
planet� and I said ¶sure�·µ 0r. Hass e[plained. 
´The ne[t weeN T61 called and asNed if we 
could build a robot goalie. They thought it 
was so awesome they asNed us to Ering it into 
the studio live, and they’ll have a show where 
people shoot on it. We were live on T61 with 
the goalie. The robot has a camera and could 
see the pucN and made saves on its own�µ 0r. 
Haas said, adding, “We have 10 students and 
four mentors going to Hanover. I’ve got some 
of the smartest Nids in the school here�µ

The Nids in the roEotics cluE all have an 
interest in robotics in some way. Some design, 
some do the actual mechanics and assembly, 
and others do the coding for the roEot to oper-
ate.

Several students lead the different divisions.
The robotics room at the high school is a 

Eusy place as all the students worN on their 
assignments and focus on the tasN at hand.

Grade 12 student Ian Rennie is one of the 
leaders and said he hopes his e[perience on 
the roEotics team will help him in pursuing a 
career in computer science.

´0r. Haas suggested I Moin the cluE and said 
it would Ee something that would help me 
out in the future with computers and technol-
ogy Eecause I want to go into computer sci-
ence,” Ian said. “It will teach me more about 
the field and help me maNe connections and 
help with any MoEs I might want in the future. 
I checNed it out� and in *rade 10 I spent time 
on the team. $s you get older you spend more 
time on the team. It’s a big learning curve. 
This year we have the Grade 9s doing small 
robots and we’ve got Grades 10 and 11 build-
ing Áat roEots which are really simple so they 

have their own competition. We·ve got *rade 
12s and some Grade 11s building the goalie 
robot.”

Ian is a member of the team that will be 
going to Germany.

*rade 10 student� 9ienna Wilson� Moined the 
5oEotics &luE after taNing 0r. Haas· computer 
tech course last year and he suggested the Club 
might Ee something she would enMoy.

“I decided to try something new and I fell 
in love with it�µ 9ienna e[plained. ´There·s a 
lot of creative freedom. <ou can pretty much 
build anything out of any material and there’s 
really no limits. Right now I’m building the 
Germany robot and I do a lot of the building 
on the inside.”

9ienna will Ee travelling to *ermany as part 
of the team.

´I·m looNing forward to representing &an-

ada on such a large scale, and getting the 
opportunity to go to *ermany and do this at 
a giant trade show – and being the only high 
school team, I’d say that’s a real reward,” 
Vienna said. “I do see this in my future now 
that I’m getting more involved in the robotics 
side of things. I·m seeing this as an opportu-
nity to go into something in the future.”

6everal parents who have related sNills are 
involved with the robotics team to lend advice 
and professional e[perience. 6ome former 
students who were part of the team when they 
were in high school� also returned to help with 
the proMects.

The Banting robot goalie has already 
impressed a lot of people here and will cer-
tainly leave a Eig impression on the thousands 
of people who will Ee attending the show in 
Germany.  

Banting robotics team heading to Germany for international event

SHOP W ITH A COP – 2fficers from the NottawasaJa Detachment of the 2ntario Pro-
vincial Police paired up with students from local schools to participate in the annual 
µ6hop with a Cop¶ event at the Canadian Tire in $lliston on 6aturday� Nov. ��. The pro-
Jram is desiJned to provide Jifts and a positive e[perience to elementary-aJed chil-
dren and their families. (ach school was asked to select one deservinJ student.  (ach 
student was Jiven the opportunity to spend time with an 2PP memEer while shoppinJ 
for Jifts for their families and pickinJ out one for themselves. (ach student was also 
provided with a Jift card donated Ey private sponsors� local Eusinesses� and the puE-
lic. 2rJani]ations that helped make this event possiEle include Canadian Tire $lliston� 
NottawasaJa ,nn� the Police 6ervices %oard� 0cDonalds $lliston� No )rills Tottenham� 
Heart�HomeDoodels� and Tim Hortons Tottenham.                      CONTRIBU TE D  PHOTO
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Have you ever listened to a weather 
forecast on the radio and the announcer 
says something like “ it’ s 26  degrees, b ut 
it feels like 3 1 .”

Y ou hear this all the time.
I f it’ s 26  degrees, isn’ t that what the 

current temp erature actually feels like?  
How can it feel hotter, when what you 
are ex p eriencing, is the actual feeling of 
what it’ s like at that temp erature?

W hen the colder weather arrives and 
your furnace comes on, you don’ t set 
the thermostat to 1 7  b ecause it will feel 
like 22.

A lot of times, sayings we hear or use 
on a daily b asis, really don’ t make a lot 
of sense or have an origin that most 
p eop le have never heard of. 

“ M oney can’ t b uy hap p iness.”  That’ s 
an old saying imp lying that hap p iness is 
something that comes from within. I n a 
way, there’ s some truth to that. I  guess 
you can b e p oor, b ut keep  a good out-
look on things.

However, I ’ ve never heard anyone 
say “ Financial stab ility is horrib le.”

I ’ ve never seen a lottery winner p ick 
up  their winnings with a scowl on their 
face and say “ I  wish I  didn’ t win this 
money.”

S tudies have shown that p eop le who 
make higher salaries are generally hap -
p ier b ecause they don’ t have the same 
an[iety when it comes to fi ndinJ the 
money for monthly b ills.

$ lack of money and fi nancial staEility 
is a leading cause of strife in a marriage, 
and q uite often can lead to divorce.

I ’ m p retty sure having money will 
make you hap p y.

“ Turning a b lind eye”  imp lies that a 
p erson will not admit to seeing some-
thing they don’ t want to see.

That p hrase, according to legend, 
was b orn when B ritish Navy hero, Hora-
tio Nelson, who was q uite the guy, was 
told to withdraw during a naval b attle. 
Nelson held his telescop e up  to his b lind 
eye, and said, “ I  really do not see the 
signal.”

I  think he deserves to b e in the history 
b ooks on that alone.

On the sub j ect of ship s, the p hrase, 
‘ show your true colours’ , comes from a 
time when pirates would deliEerately À y 
a false À aJ to encouraJe potential tar-
gets to come within range.

Only when they were close enough to 
attack� would the pirates run their real À aJ� 
and intentions, up  to the top  of the mast.

That’ s one you should rememb er 
when dealing with shady used car deal-
ers.

‘ W inning hands down,’  generally 
means someone has won a comp etition 
b y a large margin. The p hrase comes 
from horse racing where j ockeys use 
their riding crop  on a horse’ s rear q uar-
ters to tell the horse to give it more effort.

I f a horse has a comfortab le lead and 
is going to win, the j ockey doesn’ t need 
to use the crop  and this is known as win-
ning ‘ hands down.’

‘ S aved b y the b ell’  or ‘ b eing a dead 
ringer’  have a rather macab re reference.

D uring V ictorian E ngland, and p rob -
ab ly earlier, a lot of p eop le had a fear 
of b eing b uried alive. S omeone came 
up  with the idea of having an ab ove-
ground b ell with a line attached to the 
deceased¶s fi nJer.

I f someone was b uried p rematurely, 
they could ring the b ell and alert anyone 
walking b y.

I  think the b etter op tion would b e to 
make sure someone is actually dead 
b efore you b ury them.

I ’ m p retty sure ‘ saved b y the b ell’  in 
the modern sense comes from b ox ing 
when the b ell rings to end the round 

b efore an eight- count 
is comp leted.

‘ B reak a leg’ , is 
something said to 
actors b efore they go 
on stage, usually on op ening night, as a 
way of wishing them success.

I n theatre circles, which are notori-
ously sup erstitious, wishing someone 
‘ good luck’  is a b ad omen.

The p hrase ‘ b reak a leg’  may refer 
to an actor b ending at the knee or to 
curtsy at the end of a p erformance to 
acknowledge the audience’ s enthusias-
tic resp onse.

Others think it comes from the fact 
that actor J ohn W ilkes B ooth b roke his 
leg after shooting P resident Lincoln 
after leap ing from his b ox  seat to the 
stage and limp ing off into the night to 
escap e.

How committing a murder eq uates to 
wishing someone well -  seems a little 
misguided.

Finally, there is the p hrase, ‘ S askatch-
ewan is so À at you can watch your doJ 
run away for three days.’

There’ s a lot of truth in that saying, b ut 
don’ t tell the folks in D og River, they’ ve 
heard it too many times already.

How hot is it? BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

E veryone has their own sp ecial traditions 
that help  get them into the holiday sp irit.

A lucky few of us are in the holiday sp irit 
year- round, b rainstorming gift and p arty 
ideas as soon as the dust has settled on 
B ox ing D ay. Others, however, need the 
conditions to b e j ust right.

0ayEe the snow has to start À yinJ in ear-
nest b efore you can hear the distant sound 
of J ingle B ells in your head –  a silver lining 
for those of us in S imcoe County still dig-
ging out from the weekend’ s massive snow 
dump !  –  or mayb e the real signal for the 
start of the season is fi ndinJ that perfect 
p lace for an heirloom ornament on an ever-
green b ough, real or fake.

M ayb e that p erfect thing to kick- start the 
merriment is the sp irit of fellowship  that 
comes with gathering with your neighb ours 
to help  light your community’ s collective 
Christmas tree, as ex p erienced in Aurora 
on Friday evening.

I f holiday is usually a time of stress for 
you, mayb e you can’ t really lean into the 
sp irit until your shop p ing is done or your 
offi ce Christmas party is in the Eooks� 
knowing you can now well and truly relax  

–  at least for a few days –  and give the yule-
tide the attention it deserves.

P erhap s your holiday sp irit is triggered 
b y the senses, whether it’ s hearing a favou-
rite character, samp ling a culinary tradition 
uniq ue to this time of year, or getting that 
singular whiff that only comes from a freshly 
cut tree or a simmering p ot of mulled cider 
or wine.  

I ’ ve always b een a b ig fan of Christmas, 
and that often starts with the p utting up  the 
tree in the latter half of Novemb er and op en-
inJ that e[citinJ fi rst door on the advent cal-
endar at the start of the month.

W hile the tree is not up  yet for vari-
ous reasons, a highlight of this p ast S un-
day was openinJ up that fi rst door. Now� 
we’ re sp oiled for choice these days when 
it comes to advent calendars. M ost of us 
who have used our fi nJers to perforate that 
sometimes hard-to-open cardEoard À ap 
have a sentimental attachment to that dis-
tinctly chalky chocolatey nugget that advent 
calendars have p ushed for generations;  
I ’ ve graduated myself to something a little 
more adult –  craftier chocolate, mind you, 
not one of those groovier numb ers that offer 

a shot of 24  different tip p les. B ut, in doing 
so, I  have inadvertently started a new tradi-
tion with some of my favourite youngsters 
in California.

Last fall, I  visited one of my closest friends 
in Los Angeles and, as a gift, b rought her 
three children a calendar from one of our 
more up scale chocolate emp oriums. As 
the kiddos’  ages range from one- and- a- half 
to si[teen-JoinJ-on-seventeen� , fi Jured 
chocolate would b e the one thing to sat-
isfy all three sets of tasteb uds, and I  wasn’ t 
wrong. 

“ This is the b est chocolate ever,”  one of 
the three op ined, so it was clear that even 
though I  wasn’ t b ound for California this 
time around, a tradition worth maintaining 
had started.

As it’ s a b it of a crunch time around here, 
my mom was kind enough to p ick up  this 
year’ s calendar –  j ust as the Canada P ost 
strike hit. Reluctant to give in and j ust send 
it off via courier, as we were b ound for a 
day trip  to the S tates a short time later, P lan 
A b ecame b ringing it with us to p ost from 
up state New Y ork. The day we were there, 
however� our desiJnated post offi ce closed 

ex cep tionally early, so 
that was that.

P lan B , which 
should have b een 
P lan A, was a trip  to a 
local courier.

Admittedly, my initial hesitation was the 
cost of such a service, b ut was p leasantly 
surprised my imaJination had vastly inÀ ated 
reality. Not only that, they had the p erfect-
si]ed Eo[ to fi t the awkwardly-shaped 
chocolate delivery system, and guaranteed 
it would Ee there Ey the time the fi rst door 
came a- knockin’ .

S o far so good –  until something went 
awry with the tracking numb er, leaving me 
to hop e their guarantee was still in p lace, as 
enq uiring at the destination too early would 
have, of course, sp oiled the surp rise.

Thankfully, everything aligned j ust right, 
and mere minutes after I  answered my 
own cardb oard door, I  got a p hoto of the 
trio ex citedly doing the ex act same thing at 
almost the ex act same time.

S urp rise made and crisis averted.

Tradition vs. Tradition BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

Continued on P age 1 1



No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1. Bar bills
5. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
8. Swiss river

 11. Czech Republic 
capital
13. “Officially known 

as”
 14. A French abbot
15. Having a strong 

sharp smell or taste
16. Local area network
17. Data transmission 

speed measure
18. Embarrass

 20. When you hope to 
get there
 21. This (Spanish)
22. Gives up
25. Churchgoer
30. Current
31. Slang for gun
32. Small drum

 33. Vanished union 
bigwig
38. Rocker’s tool of 

the trade
41. Dearth
43. 2024 Olympics host
45. Excess blood in the 

vessels
 48. Afrikaans
 49. Agreement between 
provider and customer
50. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 55. Ancient Syrian city
56. Witch
57. Celebrations
59. Long period of time

 60. A team’s best 
pitcher
61. Current unit
62. One-time aerospace 

company
63. French/Belgian 

river
64. Swedish rock group

CLUES DOWN
 1. Yearly tonnage 
(abbr.)
2. Genus of clams
3. Remark

4. Actor LaBeouf
5. Ohio town
6. Olympic sport
7. Cure
8. Behave in a way 

that belittles
9. Shares a boundary 

with
10. Give advice
12. Promotional 

materials
 14. Assist or encourage, 
usually in some 
wrongdoing
19. “Agatha All Along” 

actress Kathryn
23. Small piece
24. King of Camelot
25. Parts per thousand 

(abbr.)
26. Small Milky Way 

constellation
 27. One who challenges 
authority (abbr.)
28. Equal (prefix)
29. Shawl
34. S. American wood 

sorrel relative

 35. The end

 36. Supervises 

interstate commerce

 37. Yes vote

 39. Officer of high rank

 40. Church office

 41. Tire pressure 

measurement

 42. From a distance

 44. Photographs

 45. Industrial process

 46. Nobel Prize-

winning physicist

 47. Map out

 48. Mammary gland 

part of female mammal

 51. Honorable title 

(Turkish)

 52. Spongelike cake 

leavened with yeast

 53. Speak incessantly

 54. Poetry term

 58. Relaxing space

Puzzle No. 24C110 • Solution in &lassifieds

2ne week in� the cease-fi re in /eEanon 
seems to Ee holdinJ� Eut everythinJ is con-
nected� only three days later� the civil war in 
6yria started up aJain after a de facto four-
year truce.

,n Must a few days more the 6unni 0uslim 
fanatics of Hayat Tahrir al-6ham �HT6�� for-
merly the 6yrian Eranch of al-4aeda� Eurst 
out of the north-western province of ,dliE 
where they had Eeen confi ned since ��1� 
and captured $leppo� 6yria¶s second EiJ-
Jest city.

The 6yrian army has completely with-
drawn from $leppo� and its spokesman 
e[plained that ³the multiplicity of Eattlefronts 
prompted our armed forces to carry out a 
redeployment operation aimed at strenJth-
eninJ the defence lines in order to aEsorE 
the attack� preserve the lives of civilians and 
soldiers� and prepare for a counterattack.´

µ5edeployment¶ usually means µretreat¶� 
and at last report HT6 forces were advanc-
inJ down the main north-south freeway and 
nearinJ the city of Hama� almost halfway 
to Damascus. This may not Ee a replay of 
the :estern scramEle out of $fJhanistan 

and the TaliEan victory of ���1� Eut the 
future of 6yrian dictator %ashar al-$ssad 
is certainly at risk. However� two thinJs are 
different this time. 2ne is that $ssad has 
the unwaverinJ support of 5ussia �whose 
air force is already strikinJ the reEel forces 
from its Eases in 6yria�. The other is that a 
larJe numEer of 6yrians �all Christians� all 
6hia 0uslims and an indeterminate numEer 
of 6unni 0uslims� prefer even $ssad to the 
rule of the HT6 fanatics.

,t¶s no coincidence that the war in 6yria 
restarted Must as He]Eollah was defeated 
in /eEanon� since /eEanon and 6yria were 
part of the same province for most of the 
last thousand years. The )rench divided 
them in 1���� ostensiEly Eecause there 
was a EiJ Christian minority in /eEanon 
Eut really as part of an imperial strateJy of 
divide-and-rule.

2ne-third of the /eEanese are still Chris-
tians� Eut what drives the country¶s politics 
now is the rivalry Eetween 6hia 0uslims 
and 6unni 0uslims. (ach accounts for 
aEout a third of the population� Eut the 6hias 
have dominated /eEanese politics in recent 

decades Eecause they had their own pow-
erful army� He]Eollah. That army has now 
suffered a Jrave defeat. 

6yria also has a 6hia minority� thouJh a 
much smaller one� Eetween 1�� and 15� 
of the population. However� 6hias com-
pletely dominate 6yrian politics Eecause 
the )rench fi lled the upper ranks of their 
colonial army with 6hias on the same old 
divide-and-rule principle ± and the 6hias 
parlayed that into permanent political domi-
nance over the whole country.

)or 6unnis in Eoth /eEanon and 6yria� 
the 6hias are the main enemy. 2nce the 
,sraelis had decimated He]Eollah¶s forces 
in /eEanon over the past two months� there-
fore� it was only natural for 6unni e[tremists 
in 6yria to have another Jo at overthrowinJ 
their local 6hia enemy� the $ssad reJime.

,t is far from certain that they will succeed� 
Eut HT6 has defi nitely cauJht the $ssad 
reJime with its pants down and is EuildinJ 
up a momentum that will Ee hard to resist. 
:hat would happen if $ssad and the 6hias 
actually lost power in 6yria"

,t would Ee a catastrophe for the people 
of 6yria� who would end up livinJ under 
an ,slamist tyranny that would Ee even 
more repressive and Erutal than the cur-
rent reJime. 2n the other hand� it could 
Ee a Eoon for the lonJ-sufferinJ /eEanese� 
whom He]Eollah keeps draJJinJ into wars 
with ,srael that most /eEanese would rather 

avoid.
,t would Ee a disas-

ter for the ,slamist 
�6hia� ayatollahs of 
,ran. They would lose half of their µ$[is of 
5esistance¶� the Eand of mostly 6hia-run 
allies that protect ,ran from direct physi-
cal confrontation with ,srael. Those allies 
include ,raT� 6yria� He]Eollah in /eEanon� 
and the Houthis in <emen.

Could these serial upheavals end up 
overthrowinJ the ,ranian reJime itself" 
,t¶s not impossiEle� if all the other 6hia 
dominoes fall one after another. :hatever 
reJime replaced the ayatollahs would also 
Ee 6hia� Eecause �5�  of ,ranians follow 
that Eranch of ,slam� Eut its policies and 
allies miJht Ee very different.

%ut it is too early to say that any of the 
dominoes will fall� let alone all of them. ,t¶s 
Must as likely that HT6� successor to al-
4aeda and ,6,6 and now makinJ such rapid 
proJress in 6yria� will over-e[tend itself� and 
that the 6yrian army� 5ussian air power and 
Tuiet support from (Jypt and the $raE *ulf 
states will eventually drive the Mihadis Eack.

That would Ee the least Ead outcome� 
althouJh it is certainly not a Jood one. ,f 
you douEt that� look at the imaJes of HT6 
fi Jhters movinJ south. Half of them show 
men with a sinJle fi nJer pointinJ to the sky� 
µThere is only one *od� and we will impose 
his rule.¶

Syria: Jihadis again GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

Email: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe has launched its 
new Affordable Housing Dashboard.

This tool is designed to help users explore 
and understand housing trends within their 
community through a comprehensive selec-
tion of population insights and affordable 
housing metrics available at the local munici-
pal level.

“The launch of the Affordable Housing 
'ashEoard marNs yet another signifi cant step 

forward in our commitment to informed deci-
sion-making in regard to affordable housing,” 
said County Warden Basil Clarke. “By pro-
viding accessible and comprehensive data, 

we empower our community to better under-
stand and address the housing challenges we 
continue to face. This dashboard will prove 
extremely useful in helping everyone in the 
County to gain a better understanding of our 
housing market.”

The Affordable Housing Dashboard aims 
to support elected offi cials� civil servants� 
media, local service providers, academics, 
and residents in answering critical questions 
about the local housing continuum.

By providing access to key data indicators, 
the dashboard helps users assess the health 

of the housing market through the following 
questions:

1 - Is the supply of housing keeping up 
with demand?

2 - How affordable is housing?
3 - How much choice is there in the hous-

ing market?
4 - What is the level of Core Housing Need?
This dashEoard is a &ounty-specifi c repli-

cation of a previous design by the Commu-
nity Data Program.

The dashboard is now live and can accessed 
at: http://open.simcoe.ca.

County of Simcoe launches new A� ordable Housing Dashboard

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Ontario is partnering with the federal 
government to support local agri-food busi-
nesses through the Agri-Tech Innovation 
Initiative which aims to enhance operational 
effi ciencies and productivity.

Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey, 
announced that over $627,000 in funding 
has been set aside for the riding.

Some of the local recipients include Pat-
ton Poultry Breeders in Everett, Glenn Whi-
teside Farms in Alliston, Ardiel Acres Ltd. 
from Clarksburg, Double J. Poultry in Ever-
ett, and Somerville Nurseries in Everett.

“By funding and supporting innovation in 
the important agriculture sector in our rid-
ing, we are driving economic growth in the 
region,” said MPP Saunderson. “I look for-
ward to the positive ripple effects this will 
have throughout our local communities.”

The Agri-Tech Innovation Initiative will 
support 319 farming and agri-businesses 
across the province through an investment 
of up to $22.6 million. Funding will be 
used to help them invest in innovative tech-
nology, equipment or processes that will 
increase their resiliency, productivity and 
effi ciency.

“Our government knows that support-
ing innovation in Ontario’s agriculture and 

food sector is key to it reaching its poten-
tial, while securing our collective ability to 
achieve the ambitious goals in our Grow 
Ontario Strategy,” said Rob Flack, Ontario 
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusi-
ness. “These investments will allow estab-
lished and emerging businesses to speed 
up efforts to optimize their operations and 
support growth for our agriculture and food 
sector.”

The Agri-Tech Innovation Initiative 
was developed following discussions with 
Ontario’s farming and agribusiness industry. 
It is part of a series of initiatives the gov-
ernment has implemented to support these 
businesses and is funded through the Sus-

tainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership. 
Under the program, applicants could 

receive up to 50 per cent of their eligi-
ble project costs for investments of up to 
$100,000.

For projects requiring a larger invest-
ment, applicants could receive up to 35 per 
cent of their eligible project costs for up to 
$100,000 funding.

)or proMects that improve energy effi -
ciency at eligible businesses, cost share per-
centage and maximum funding available per 
business was up to 35 per cent cost-share up 
to $100,000.

Approved projects are to be completed by 
the end of 2027.

Local agri-food industry receives boost from government funding

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

 With the winter weather approaching, you 

may want to check your route before head-
ing out on a day after a snowfall.

The Town of New Tecumseth’s Track 
Your Plow web application provides New 

Tecumseth residents with information dur-
ing a winter event.

When you use the app, a map will display 
the current status of roads during plowing, 
snow clearing, and salting or sanding.

The map will show an image of a plow 
at its latest location where it is actively 
deployed. 

Information provided includes roads ser-
viced within the last 8 hours, the last 8-16 
hours, within 16-24 hours, or an area with no 
recent servicing.

The Track Your Plow service is available 
24/7 and is updated automatically to provide 
residents with up-to-date information.

A search address feature is also available.
An address may be entered and the map 

will ]oom to a specifi c location.

Track Your Plow app provides real-time road maintenance information

CONTRIBU TE D  PHOTO
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210
residents

supported each
year

Over

Being at Matthews House Hospice gave me the gift of having
my mom cared for allowing me to just spend time with her.
She was spoiled by everyone there; they all knew how to
make her specific breakfast which was really the only thing
she enjoyed eating and also that Loretta wanted her tea in a
china teacup. I have felt so supported during this entire
process and Matthews House made a very sad situation
manageable. We are so lucky to have a place like this in our
community.”

Loretta was a resident of Matthews House Hospice for 4 months. During
that time, her daughter, Michelle, was comforted knowing that Loretta was
safe and cared for with all of her needs met.

“I was talking to a friend who asked if I knew of
Matthews House and that I should bring my mother there
when her health declined. I’ve had to deal with palliative
care before and honestly it is quite scary and depressing.
This was the exact opposite. From the first minute we
arrived, we were greeted warmly and led into this bright,
clean, cheerful and lovely room.

You can help us care for families like Loretta and Michelle.

-Michelle, Loretta’s Daughter

Loretta

10
days

Average
length of stay is

Annual Holiday Giving Campaign

705-435-7218 | Matthews.House
131 Wellington Street East, Alliston ON

Give the gift of compassionate hospice care...

Online at Matthews.House

Over the phone at 705-435-7218

E-Transfer to donations@matthews.house

Tax receipts issued for donations $25+
Charity BN 70552 4536 RR0001

In person at Matthews House

This holiday season, we kindly ask you to consider
giving the gift of compassionate hospice care in
our community. Each year, Matthews House
Hospice Foundation must raise over $2 million to
continue to serve South Simcoe.
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Loretta was a resident of Matthews House Hospice for 4 months. During
that time, her daughter, Michelle, was comforted knowing that Loretta was
safe and cared for with all of her needs met.

“I“I“ wawaw s tatat lklkl ikik nini g to a frfrf irir end whwhw o asked if I knknk ew of
MaMaM tththt ewswsw House and ththt at I should bririr nini g mymym moththt er ththt ere
whwhw en her healththt declilil nini ed.d.d I’ve had to deal wiwiw ththt palllll ilil aiai tive
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-Michelle, Loretta’s Daughter

Loretta

705-435-7218 | Matthews.House
131 Wellington Street East, Alliston ON
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Online at Matthews.House

Over the phone at 705-435-7218

E-Transfer to donations@matthews.house

Tax receipts issued for donations $25+
Charity BN 70552 4536 RR0001

In person at Matthews House

This holiday season, we kindly ask you to consider
giving the gift of compassionate hospice care in
our community. Each year, Matthews House
Hospice Foundation must raise over $2 million to
continue to serve South Simcoe.
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Beeton, ON  L0G 1A0

CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN
NOW  COV E RS D E NTU RE S,  CROW NS,  BRID GE S

AS OF  NOV E M BE R 1 ,  2 0 2 4 .
Call them today at 1 - 8 3 3 - 5 3 7 - 4 3 4 2 to see if you’ re

eliJiEle� then call our office to Eook an appointment for 
your dental needs!

CANAD IAN D E NTAL CARE  PLAN covers
E x a m s  a n d  x - r a y s
1  Cl e a n i n g  a  y e a r

F i l l i n g s
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Don’t assume you don’t qualify, call them and find out!
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Stevenson Memorial Hospital welcomes internationally trained physician
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The team at Stevenson Memorial Hospi-
tal is proud to be serving as a Practice Ready 
Ontario clinical field assessment site and is 
pleased to welcome Dr. Masha Samadi to its 
staff.

Practice Ready Ontario is the government 
of Ontario’s new program for internationally 
trained family physicians who already have 
clinical practice experience.

It is part of the plan to expand the healthcare 
workforce and connect people to care in high 
need rural communities.

Dr. Samadi is one of 30 internationally 
trained physicians participating in 12-week 
clinical assessments in rural communities 
across Ontario. In Alliston, Dr. Samadi will 
be directly supervised and assessed by Dr. 

Ihab Khalil within the Alliston Family Health 
Team, as well as with various physicians at the 
hospital in the emergency, medical and surgi-
cal departments.

“We’re thrilled to have Dr. Samadi join our 
team of physicians at Stevenson,” said Dr. 
Roger Musa, Chief of Staff, SMH. 

“We’re proud to have our hospital chosen as 
a Practice 5eady Ontario clinical field assess-
ment site and know that she will get a lot out of 
her experience in a busy community hospital 
Emergency Department that is in demand, as 
well as a busy primary care practice.” 

Originally trained in Iran, Dr. Samadi appre-
ciates experiencing the fast pace as well as the 
variety of cases that she gets to see in the emer-
gency department at SMH.

She has enjoyed getting to know some of the 
hospital’s staff and physicians as well as mem-
bers of the community.

TRAINING U ND E RW AY – S tevenson M emorial Hosp ital welcomes a new internationally trained 
p hysician through the P ractice Ready Ontario p rogram. D r. M asha S amadi, seen here with D r. 
I hab  K halil, was trained in I ran and is p art of the p rogram for internationally trained family p hysi-
cians who already have clinical p ractice ex p erience.        BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Over the past several years there has been 
growing concern in Ontario over unscrupu-
lous tow companies that take advantage of 
people after an automobile accident or those 
needing a tow for a disabled vehicle.

New legislation has been put into place 
to help consumers get a fair shake when 
stranded on the side of the road.

Tow truck drivers, towing companies, and 
vehicle storage providers must abide by a 
code of conduct and Ee certified to offer ser-
vices in Ontario.

As a consumer, you have rights related to 
providing consent to tow, where your vehi-
cle is towed, accessing your vehicle, vehicle 

storage facilities, and rates and payment.
As of Jan. 1, 2024, tow operators are 

reTuired Ey law to have a certificate of opera-
tion in Ontario and show the name of the 
company and the certificate numEer on all 
their tow trucks as well as on consent forms 
and invoices. Tow truck drivers must pres-
ent a copy of their tow driver certificate upon 
request.

When it comes to consent to tow, unless ini-
tiated Ey the police or an authori]ed official� 
your consent is required to tow your vehicle.

You have the right to choose which com-
pany will tow your vehicle (except in a 
restricted tow zone), and to choose where 
your vehicle will be towed.

Before moving your vehicle, tow truck 
drivers and towing companies must give you 

their rates and give you a list of your rights as 
a customer.

They must get your consent to tow on a 
form that includes the name of the tow driver 
and operator� the tow driver·s certificate num-
Eer if they have one� and their operator certifi-
cate number.

They must give you an unaltered copy of 
the form that documents your consent and 
contains all information required from them 
by law.

Do not sign a blank document. Make sure 
the required information is on the form before 
you sign it.

When towing your vehicle, tow drivers 
must take the most direct route when drop-
ping off your vehicle at the location they have 
been instructed to bring it to and take reason-

able precautions to avoid further damage to 
your vehicle.

You, or the person acting on behalf of the 
vehicle owner are allowed to access the vehi-
cle unless police direct you to not access the 
vehicle.

The rates for towing or vehicle storage ser-
vices must be given to you before providing 
services.

Operators must also post their rates at their 
office or place of Eusiness� on their weEsite 
(if they have one), and at the location where 
your vehicle is stored.

The towing or storage operator cannot 
charge you more than their maximum rate.

These rules are in place to protect consum-
ers and make sure the towing industry is com-
petitive and regulated. 

Know your rights when having a vehicle towed in Ontario
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Temple of Hope - Alliston
~ An Apostolic Bible Church

NOW OPEN!
New Tecumseth Recreation Centre
7300 Industrial Parkway, Alliston

(at the 54plus Seniors Centre building)

Join us every Sunday at 11am for worship,
Bible study, and a time of food and fellowship.

All are welcome!!

Inspiring Faith, Igniting Hope

Contact: Lake Ramdas   Phone: 416-824-0824
Website: www.templeofhope.ca

Weekly Sunday Service |  10:30 am

Hillside
Community 

Church
You’re Invited to our

A  Difference Making Church

2314 Tottenham Rd. 
www.hillsidecommunity.ca

Community  Church Directory

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

There is another edition of Ask and Expert 
coming up and it will focus on how to part-
ner with local post-secondary schools to help 
build a robust talent pool for an organization.

The series is hosted by the County of Sim-
coe (conomic 'evelopment Offi ce.

Guest speakers will be Jessica Lovett, 

director of career services and co-op with 
Lakehead University, and Brett Wismer, 
employer relations consultant of co-operative 
education and career success with Georgina 
College.

During the webinar, attendees will learn 
about effective strategies for talent acquisi-
tion – this will cover various methods you 
can use to attract and retain talent by engag-
ing with local post-secondary institutions.

They’ll also learn about partnerships with 
Georgian College and Lakehead University 
² specifi c insights will Ee shared on how to 
establish and maintain meaningful partner-
ships with two of the biggest post-secondary 
schools in Simcoe County.

As well, the webinar will focus on the 
Enhancing Talent Strategy – this discussion 
will highlight how collaborating with local 
schools can drive innovation and growth 

within organizations.
By participating in this webinar you will 

gain valuable knowledge on how to lever-
age local educational resources to strengthen 
your organization’s talent pool, ultimately 
contributing to its long-term success.

This webinar will take place on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4, from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

This is a free webinar but you must register 
online at Microsoft Teams Webinar. 

Ask an Expert Series focuses on engaging post-secondary students

SMH Auxiliary donates over $30,000 to support advanced patient care
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Stevenson Memorial Hospital Founda-
tion has announced a donation of $33,641 from 
the Stevenson Memorial Hospital Auxiliary.

This donation will enhance patient care at 
SMH by purchasing an Innowave Ultra+ Sonic 
Irrigator – a cutting-edge device designed to 
improve the cleaning and sterilization of medi-
cal instruments.

The Innowave Ulta+ Sonice Irrigator, known 
for its advanced ultrasonic cleaning technol-
ogy, provides superior instrument decontami-
nation by delivering high-frequency sound 
waves combined with powerful irrigation. This 
ensures that even the most intricate surgical 
tools are thoroughly cleaned, preventing infec-
tion and improving patient safety during medi-
cal procedures.

“We are thankful to the SMH Auxiliary and 
community which help fund important equip-
ment needs, year after year,” said Barbara Steed, 
interim president and CEO of SMH. “The 
Innowave Ultra+ Sonic Irrigator is a crucial 

addition to our hospital, allowing us to continue 
meeting the highest standards of cleanliness and 
care. The Stevenson Memorial Hospital Auxil-
iary continues to inspire through its fundraising 
initiates, showcasing how community-driven 
efforts can transform healthcare delivery.”

Through the Auxiliary’s efforts, funded 
through initiatives like Tag Days and Annual 
5afÁ e sales� the $u[iliary has contriEuted over 
$1.1 million since the Auxiliary’s founding in 
1928.

“We’re proud to help provide this essential 
equipment for Stevenson Memorial Hospital,” 
said Carla Beckett, president of the Stevenson 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary. “The communi-
ty’s support of our fundraising efforts has made 
this possible, and we’re incredibly thankful for 
everyone’s contributions.”

Frank Cerisano, CEO of SMHF, added, “We 
are so grateful for the ongoing dedication of the 
Stevenson Memorial Hospital Auxiliary. Their 
hard work and commitment ensure that our hos-
pital remains at the forefront of patient care, and 
this donation is another example of their impact 
in supporting quality healthcare in our region.

 – The S tevenson M emorial Hosp ital Aux iliary p resents a cheq ue for $ 3 3 ,6 4 1 , to the S tevenson 
M emorial Hosp ital Foundation. The funds will b e used to p urchase an I nnowave U ltra+  S onic I r-
rigator used for steriliz ing medical instruments. Ted V andevis, chair of the S tevenson M emorial 
Hosp ital Foundation B oard, receives the cheq ue from Carla B eckett, p resident of the S tevenson 
M emorial Hosp ital Aux iliary and memb ers of the Aux iliary.                    BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

The Nottawasaga Detachment of the 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) has charged 
an individual following a family dispute.

On Dec. 2, at approximately 12:02 p.m., 
police responded an address on Tupper Street 
East, in the Town of New Tecumseth, regard-
ing a report of a dispute between family 
members.

An investigation revealed that this family 
member was on conditions not to be at the 
residence. 

8pon arrival the individual had Á ed (ast-
bound on Tupper St East in a vehicle with no 
licence plates.

1ottawasaga OPP offi cers stopped the 
vehicle shortly after where it was determined 
that the driver was operating the vehicle 
while prohibited and arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant. 

The male was held for a bail hearing and is 
to appear in Bradford court Dec. 3.

Jamie Mulholland, 35, from Alliston, is 

charged with the following:
• Operation While Prohibited under the 

Criminal Code - two counts
• Driving while under suspension
• Drive motor vehicle, no plates
• Drive motor vehicle, no permit
• Operate a motor vehicle without insur-

ance
• Fail to Comply with Probation Order
None of the listed charges have been 

proven in court.

Family dispute results in criminal charges for Alliston man
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North Dufferin Wellness Centre
712 Main Street East, Unit 101

Shelburne • 519-925-1215

Visit us today to take charge of your hearing!

HEARING IS PRECIOUS
Don’t miss a single moment

FREE
HEARING 

TEST

HEAR conversations
stories
jokes
laughter
children
telephone
chats
gossip
giggles
discussions
announcements
RIGHT

Timbit is our sweet and hilarious girl! We 
have no idea why she’s still here. She can 
be found doing something silly, or 
lounging on her throne. She loves pets, 
to play, and is great with other cats.

Timbit is spayed, vaccinated, 
microchipped, dewormed and � ea treated. 

Adoption fee: $275 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Timbit

adopt
a cat

BY BROCK W E IR

Aurora-based food producer Treasure Mills 
was a sea of excitement on November 29 as 
the school snack maker welcomed Conserva-
tive leader Pierre Poilievre to its Engelhard 
Drive facility.

There to meet with workers and to hold a 
roundtable discussion with members of the 
local business community, the Leader of the 
Opposition followed his tour with a rally with 
supporters.

At the event, where he was supported by 
Federal Conservative candidates Sandra 
Cobena (Newmarket-Aurora) and Costas 
Menegakis (Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill), Poilievre told the crowd it was time to 
“axe” the Carbon Tax, put in measures to keep 
homegrown businesses on this side of the bor-
der, address the housing crisis by removing the 
GST on new home purchases under $1 mil-
lion, and to restore a “warrior culture” rather 
than a “woke” culture to the Canadian identity.

Following a speech to supporters, he met 
with local media where he underscored his 
campaign commitments, including how they 
dovetail with a 25 per cent tariff on Canadian 
goods e[ported to the 8nited 6tates� as Áoated 
by US President-Elect Donald Trump.

“I think it would be devastating if that were 
to happen,” said Poilievre on the proposed 
tariff. “We have already lost half a trillion in 

investment from Canada to the US and the 
gap between the Canadian-US economy is 
worse than it has been in a century. A com-
bination of Trudeau’s tax increases and Don-
ald Trump’s tariffs would be crippling to our 
economy. We need to take action now: axe the 
carbon tax, take GST off new homes, reduce 
taxes on investment, reduce red tape so we 
can get faster building permits and drive a 
hard bargain with President Trump to protect 
our economy and get him to back down from 
these tariffs.”

For a community like Aurora that has a high 
manufacturing presence, particularly in the 
automotive industry, Poilievre said that Prime 
Minister Trudeau’s “destructive policies” have 
resulted in the loss of jobs in the manufactur-
ing sector.

“We need to lower energy costs by axing 
the carbon tax, we need to unleash the produc-
tion of Canadian resources by permitting more 
mines, more pipelines, more oil and gas pro-
duction – that would generate more demand 
for manufactured products that come out of 
Aurora and support our resource sector.

“We also need to back the trades, get more 
boots not more suits, to build the economy of 
the future.”

When asked how his proposal to eliminate 
the GST on home purchases under $1 million 
in a community like Aurora where the price 
of townhomes regularly top that threshold, the 

Leader of the Opposition said it was time to 
“stop and take a breath” and consider the fac-
tors that led to rising housing costs.

“Ten years ago, even in Aurora, $1 million 
would have bought you a castle. What hap-
pened?” he said. “Trudeau doubled housing 
costs. He did that with out-of-control money 
printing and immigration that ballooned 
demand and with billions of dollars for local 
bureaucracies that block construction. What’s 
the solution? We have to stop the money-
printing, rein in immigration, and incentivize 
municipalities to free up land, speed up per-
mits and cut development charges to build 15 
per cent more per year. We also have to take 
the GST and get the provinces to do the same 
– take the PST off – and that would save over 
$100,000 on every newly-built home. The big-
gest problem with housing: too much taxes. A 
third of the cost of every new home in Ontario 
today is just new taxes. Should you get rid of 
those taxes and almost everyone would be 
able to afford a home.

“Right now, developers can go down to 
North Carolina and they can get a permit in 
two weeks and they pay probably $30,000 
or $40,000 development charge. When they 
come here and they wait two or three years, 
then they pay $200,000 in development 
charges. Where do you think they are going 
to build homes? It’s extremely uncompetitive 
to build anything in Canada. Our goal should 

be to have the fastest building permits in the 
developed world and the lowest taxes on 
homes. That·s what I am going to Ee fighting 
for.”

Another factor, he said, was to get rid 
of “woke” culture in favour of a “warrior” 
culture. $sNed to unpacN his definition of 
“woke” when some critics liken “woke” to 
having empathy towards one’s neighbour, he 
described it as “the latest version of commu-
nism.”

“It’s designed to divide people by race, reli-
gion, gender, vaccine status, wealth and other 
dividing lines,” he continued. “It divides peo-
ple to give more control to the government. 
It is an extremely destructive ideology and 
we’re seeing Canada… everything is broken 
in Canada after nine years of Trudeau: 1,400 
homeless encampments, the immigration sys-
tem is a total mess, the border is falling apart, 
crime is up by 50 per cent, gun crime is up 
116 per cent, homelessness is up 38 per cent. I 
don’t know if you call any of that empathetic, 
but this is the result of the woke agenda. It is a 
corrosive� to[ic� horrific ideology and we have 
to end it.

“It’s about control, and it is about taking 
over people’s wallets, their lives and their 
thoughts, and we must put an end to ‘wokeism’ 
and bring back the common-sense consensus 
that we had for Canada: to make Canada the 
best place on earth.”

Poilievre rallies business community at Treasure Mills

BY BROCK W E IR

As our local hospital continues its 100th 
anniversary celebration, it has adopted a 
new name and a new vision for the future.

To mark both the anniversary and its 
release of a new strategy for the decade 
ahead, Southlake Regional Health Centre 
will now be known as Southlake Health.

According to the hospital, the stream-
lined name “better reflects a renewed 
focus on integrated, patient-centred care, 
signalling a commitment to delivering care 
across the continuum – whether in hospi-
tal settings, outpatient facilities, through 
community-based programs, virtually or 
at home.”

“Today, we begin to build on Southlake’s 
incredible 100-year foundation in a bold 
way,” said Marilee Harris, Board Chair 

for Southlake Health, in a November 27 
statement. “Our commitment to expanding 
care closer to home by taking a distrib-
uted approach, along with our partners, is 
a response to our communities’ needs and 
a reflection of our mission to always put 
people first.”

The decade ahead will be transformative 
for Southlake Health as it aims to grow 
in tandem with the communities it serves 
in northern York Region, south Simcoe 
County, and a much wider catchment area 
for specialties like cancer and cardiac care.

They’re on the hunt for a new campus to 
supplement their long-time base on Davis 
Drive in Newmarket and have been under-
taking extensive consultations within the 
community to identify future needs. 

“The municipalities that Southlake 
serves are among the fastest-growing in 

the province, and without any material 
acute care expansion in over 20 years, 
Southlake has become an epicentre of hall-
way healthcare in Ontario,” said the hos-
pital. “When faced with these challenges, 
Southlake’s communities were clear – 
increase access to high-quality care closer 
to home.

“Anchored by its Davis Drive site and 
existing community-based locations, 
Southlake will work with partners to 
establish additional footholds across the 
municipalities it serves to tackle hallway 
healthcare by developing a Distributed 
Health Network. Key to this will be the 
creation of a second hospital site and the 
redevelopment of the Davis Drive cam-
pus. Southlake will also expand beyond 
its walls altogether, with a focus on virtual 
care and by leveraging learnings from its 

successful Southlake@home program.”
Heading in the direction of a Distrib-

uted Health Network will help Southlake 
improve outcomes and experiences for 
patients, families and caregivers. 

They say it is a “new way to organize 
and deliver care” across a broad geo-
graphic catchment area, spreading ser-
vices throughout its municipalities.

Once a new site is chosen, acute hospi-
tal-based care will be delivered from the 
redeveloped Davis Drive site and at its 
new hospital, wherever it ends up being 
built.

Services that don’t require a hospital 
visit will be delivered at “Advanced Care 
Campuses”, which they say will help 
reduce hallway healthcare.

Southlake Regional Health Centre changes name for 100th anniversary

Continued on P age 1 1
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Hornets win at home over second-place Orillia Terriers
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets delivered a huge win 
on home ice at the New Tecumseth Recre-
ation Centre when they dispatched the sec-
ond-place Orillia Terriers in their fi rst home 
game in almost a month on Friday, Nov. 29.

It was a 2-0 game in the fi rst period when 
Aaron McGuirk scored at 4:30 into the 
period followed by a second goal from Dun-
can Grube at the midway mark in the frame.

Ben Smith scored at 7:38 into the second 
period to give the Hornets a 3-0 lead.

That was followed by a goal from Jax 
Bellwood at 14:36 into the period.

It was a 5-0 game when Nick Lamont 
scored at 11:17 into the fi nal period.

The Terriers avoided the shut-out when 
they scored at 12:53 into the third period.

The fi nal was a 5-1 Hornets win.
Alliston is still undefeated after 19 times 

on the ice this year and they show no signs 
of taking it easy and coasting on that record. 
They are the only undefeated team in the 
entire 62-team Provincial Junior Hockey 
League.

“I think if Seth (goalie Ronan) didn’t help 
us out a couple of times, the game would 
have been closer,” said Hornets head coach 
Jacob Bauchman after Friday’s game. “We 
were sloppy at times, but that’s because of 
our schedule. We play weak teams game 
after game, then bam, we play Orillia and 
Stayner. The big challenge for us is making 
sure we play against Orillia and Stayner the 
same way we play everyone else. Orillia is 
weak in the back end, they’re very power-
ful up front, but we have guys that can shut 

them down. We can match their offensive 
guys with our ‘D’, but they can’t match our 
forwards. Our confi dence is defi nitely very 
high. We hold the guys to a really high stan-

dard – and they’re meeting it. Our dressing 
room is so tight, the guys are in a good mood. 
When we fi nished last year we won 16 regu-
lar season games in a row. We haven’t lost a 

regular season game in 35 games.”
The Hornets will be back on home ice on 

Friday, Dec. 6, to host the Huntsville Otters.
Game time is 7:30 p.m.

STAYING ON TOP – The Alliston Hornets take on the Orillia Terriers at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, Nov. 29. The Hornets left 
the ice with a 5-1 win a remain undefeated for the season. They are in fi rst place in the North Carruthers Division of the Provincial Junior Hockey 
League.                                                 BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It was a mixed weekend for the Tottenham 
Railers that saw them earn a single point 
from an overtime loss to the Niagara Preda-
tors before taking a home-ice win over the 
St. George Ravens.

They travelled to Niagara-on-the-Lake for 
the second Friday in a row on Nov. 29 and 
put in a disjointed performance in a match 
littered with penalties.

Both teams traded the lead and the game 
went into overtime after the Railers tied it 
5-5. It was an entertaining three-on-three OT 
with the Predators scoring with fi ve seconds 
left on the clock. 

The Railers brought home a single point 
for the OT loss.

Aimy Royer scored two goals and added 
two assists for a four-point night.

On Saturday, Nov. 30, the St. George 
Ravens came to town. The Railers jumped 
to an early lead and were up 4-1 after the 
fi rst period. 

Despite trading goals, the Railers’ lead 
proved to be enough and they left the ice 

with a comfortable 6-3 win in one of their 
best performances of the year.

Bruno Parente scored one and added fi ve 
helpers to become the Railers’ all-time lead-
ing assists and points scorer with 31 assists 
and 50 points.

December will be a make-or-break month 
for the Railers.

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, and Wednesday, Dec. 
4, the Greater Metro Hockey League is host-
ing its College Showcase in Niagara-on-the-
Lake. 

The games played will go toward the 
points standings.

The Railers had games against the two 
top teams in the North Conference against 
Wasaga River Dragons and the Bradford 
Ratters – results were not available at press 
time,

The Railers will be back on home ice at 
the Tottenham Community Centre on Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, to host the Bradford Rattlers 
with a 7:30 p.m. start.

Following a successful evening collecting 
food for the Our Town Food Bank in Totten-
ham, the team will continue collecting for 
this game.

Tottenham Railers win one, lose oneDates available for 2024

In need of professional DJ services for your 
party, wedding or event?

Look no further than Dufferin DJs! 
We have everything you need to get the 

dance floor moving & groovin’
Contact us at DufferinDJs@gmail.com 

or 289-404-4579 to learn more 
and get a quote.
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519-278-1700
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Advertise with
us today!

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON...

Shop Local!
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Brock’s Banter: Tradition vs. Tradition
)or everyone with friends and family ÀunJ 

further afield than the *T$ dependent on 
sendinJ out cards and packaJes this sea -
son� not only to spread holiday cheer Eut 
maintain valued traditions� , hope you¶ve 
found workarounds as the strike has Eull -
do]ed throuJh some key holiday dates.

Canada Post provides a valuaEle and 
larJely eJalitarian service to this country� 
and was a unifyinJ force in our nationhood 
since Canada¶s first postaJe stamps were 
printed in the 1�5�s. $s such� their employ-
ees� whether they are postal clerks� sorters� 
or carriers� have Eeen called upon to con -
tinue their work� often in challenJinJ condi -
tions.

:e all� of course� have the stereotype in 

our heads of postal carriers EeinJ chased 
away from on-porch mailEo[es Ey the doJ 
of the house� Eut as online shoppinJ con -
tinues to ramp up� they¶re laden-down now 
more than ever and called upon to do so 
much more than they had Eeen Eefore.

$t the same time� as far as , can see� 
Canada Post hasn¶t done all they can to 
stay competitive.

They miJht Ee a Crown Corporation� 
which has made them uEiTuitous� Eut they 
have never had a complete monopoly on 
how documents and parcels are delivered 
in this country.

$t the start of the JloEal pandemic� when 
the vast maMority of us pivoted towards 
online commerce� whether supportinJ local 

Eusinesses via their weEsites when they 
were unaEle to open their doors� or douElinJ 
down on our arJued reliance on the usual 
online suEMects who had the infrastructure 
in place to keep their Joods movinJ with -
out a Elip� , thouJht this would Ee Canada 
Post¶s time to shine.

,nstead of takinJ advantaJe of this oppor-
tunity to make further inroads into the cou -
rier market� they instead posted siJnificant 
losses� continuinJ a trend from lonJ Eefore 
the pandemic� and answered the call Ey 
raisinJ prices for their products and ser-
vices� rather than takinJ the opportunity to 
position themselves a cost-effective service 
for individuals and Eusinesses alike.

$t press time this week� there was still no 

resolution on the laEour dispute� leavinJ the 
8nited 6tates Postal 6ervice to announce 
0onday it was no lonJer acceptinJ Can -
ada-Eound mail until the strike was over� 
throwinJ water on an already damp week 
for cross-Eorder trade� not to mention holi -
day cheer.

2ne can only hope the resolution is swift 
and that the new year ErinJs the service 
some much-needed soul searchinJ.

That EeinJ said� if you¶re still hopinJ to 
receive a Jift sent weeks aJo from a family 
memEer in 6tates or for a friend in 9ancou -
ver to receive your masterpiece of a Christ-
mas letter� noEody is JoinJ to EeJrudJe you 
openinJ up some advent calendar doors a 
few days early to soothe the worryinJ soul�

Continued from Page 9

Southlake Regional Health Centre changes name for 100th anniversary
“Southlake has successfully provided 

services from both the hospital and vari-
ous community-based locations across 
northern York Region and southern Sim-
coe County for quite some time,” said Paul 
Woods, MD, President and CEO, Southlake 
Health. 

“With our new strategy, we are doubling 
down on this approach by embracing an excit-

ing new vision for the future of healthcare.
“The modern hospital is much more than 

a building – it is a constellation of expertise 
that must adapt to patients’ changing needs 
and the evolving healthcare landscape. By 
shifting away from traditional thinking that 
sees hospitals as simple bricks and mortar 
facilities, we can better appreciate their true 
value — harnessing the collective exper-

tise, compassion, and experience of our 
people to deliver care in new and Áe[iEle 
ways.”

Added Jennifer Ritter, President & 
CEO of the Southlake Health Foundation: 
“With the support of our communities, 
Southlake has been able to provide lead-
ing edge care, close to home for 100 years, 
but this next chapter will require all of us 

to have transformational philanthropy in 
our sights – inspiring some of the most 
significant investments in our history. We 
have achieved incredible things together, 
and this new plan will put us on a path to 
achieve an extraordinary legacy of care for 
our communities.”

For more on the future of Southlake 
Health, visit www.southlake.ca/strategy.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business Established In 1987

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS     Inserts • Linear • Traditional • Free Standing • All Styles         

Fireplacestop.comFireplacestop.com

EMBRACE THE WARMTH OF A DAVINCI  FIREPLACE THE PERFECT ADDITION TO ANY HOME OR COTTAGE
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987

COME IN TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL! Inserts • Linear • Traditional
Free Standing • All Styles

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS

We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring
705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com

www.risingstarmusicacademy.ca  |  Follow us on Facebook!

with
MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSIC

We are a family run music school,
providing a fun,

positive,
creative place for training

in vocals, guitar, piano, ukulele,
drums and more!

Four people have been charged with sev-
eral drug related offences after a traffic stop 
in New Tecumseth.

Officers from the Nottawasaga Ontario 
Provincial Police’s Crime Reduction Unit 
conducted a traffic stop on a passenger 
vehicle with an obstructed rear plate, trav-
elling south bound on 8th Ave. in New 
Tecumseth on Nov. 29, at approximately 
2:22 p.m.

The driver was identified and known to 
police as a suspended driver. The driver 
was arrested for this offence and police 
conducted searches.  

While officers on scene continued their 
investigation, they were engaged with three 
other occupants in the vehicle. While iden-

tifying each occupant, the officers observed 
a zip lock baggie containing a white pow-
dery substance believed to be cocaine. 

The vehicle was seized as proceeds of 
crime and upon completion of the inves-
tigation, officers seized the suspected 
cocaine, $1,605 in cash, and 2 cellphones 
as evidence to the offence of trafficking.

All parties were arrested and face charges.
Darryl Berdan, 40, of Alliston, was 

charged with:
• Fail to Comply with Probation Order - 

three counts
• Unauthorized Possession of Weapon
• Possession of a Schedule I substance for 

the purpose of Trafficking - Cocaine
• Obstruct plate

• Driving while under suspension
Berdan was held for a bail hearing and is 

to re-appear in court on Dec. 2.
Joline Stewart, 41, from Adjala-Tosoron-

tio, was charged with:
• Possession of a Schedule I Substance - 

Cocaine
• Trafficking in Schedule I substance - 

Cocaine
Stewart was released on Form 10 with a 

future court date of Jan. 2, 2024.
Jeffery Hollingshead, 47, of Alliston, was 

charged with:
• Possession of a Schedule I Substance - 

Cocaine
• Trafficking in Schedule I substance - 

Cocaine

Hollingshead was released on Form 10 
with a future court date of Jan. 2, 2024.

Daniel Norrie, 44, of Alliston, was 
charged with:

• Possession of a Schedule I Substance- 
Cocaine

• Trafficking in Schedule I substance- 
Cocaine

Norrie was released on Form 10 with a 
future court date of Jan. 2, 2024.

None of the listed charges have been 
proven in court. 

If you have any information regarding a 
criminal offence please contact the OPP or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) 
or you can submit your information online 
anonymously at ontariocrimestoppers.ca. 

Four people face drug charges after tra�  c stop in New Tecumseth

Officers from the Caledon Detachment 
of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
have arrested a second suspect in relation 
to the assault of a municipal law enforce-
ment officer. Two individuals have now 
been charged.

On Nov. 24, shortly after 2 a.m., Caledon 
OPP responded to an assault on Fallview 

Circle, in the community of Southfields 
Village. A Town of Caledon Municipal Law 
Enforcement Officer, in the course of their 
duties, was assaulted by a group of indi-
viduals. The officer was transported to hos-
pital and the injuries were later deemed to 
be minor.

On Nov. 28, members of the Caledon 

OPP Major Crime Unit located and arrested 
one suspect in relation to the assault. A sec-
ond suspect was arrested on Nov. 29. The 
identity of a third remains unknown.

As a result, Avhijeet Araich, 33, of 
Brampton, and Japdeep BRAR, 26, of Cale-
don, have both been charged with assault 
peace officer - cause bodily harm.

Both accused are being held for a Bail 
Hearing at the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Orangeville on Nov. 29, 2024.

The investigation remains ongoing with 
the assistance of the Caledon OPP Major 
Crime Unit and the Regional Support Team. 

None of the listed charges have been 
proven in court.

Two arrested in connection to assault of municipal law enforcement o�  cer

The Dufferin Detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) is looking to iden-
tify two suspects in the theft of perfume sets 
at Shoppers Drug Mart on First Street in the 
Town of Orangeville.

On Nov. 24, at approximately 7:29 p.m., a 
lone female suspect was seen in the perfume 
aisle testing various fragrances. Later, CCTV 
footage showed her placing a Gucci perfume 
set in her bag before leaving the store.

On Nov. 25, at approximately 12:03 p.m., 
a lone female suspect was seen in the per-

fume aisle browsing various fragrances. 
Later, CCTV footage showed her placing a 
Gucci perfume set in her bag before leaving 
the store.

The suspects in both incidents are 
described as follows:

Suspect 1
• White female with a tanned complexion
• Approximately 20 years old
• Medium build
• Long brown hair
• Wearing all black clothing, including
   a black tote bag

Suspect 2
• White female, approximately 35-40
   years old
• Medium build

• Blonde hair with pink streaks
• Wearing a black jacket with white stripes,
   ripped blue jeans, and glasses at the time
   of the incident
Offi cers are seeNing the assistance of the 

public to identify the suspect.

If you have information about suspected 
unlawful activity, please contact the OPP at 
1-888-310-1122 or Crime Stoppers to remain 
anonymous at 1-800-822-8477 (TIPS) or 
www.crimestopperssdm.com.

Two suspects sought in perfume thefts from Shoppers Drug Mart 



602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after fi rst insertion. We accept responsiEility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notifi ed immediately after puElication. (rrors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement Eeyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
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p.m. $ll ads must Ee paid in advance Ey deadline or the ad will not run. W( 
$&&(PT 9I6$� 0$6T(5&$5'� $1' $0(5I&$1 (;P5(66 P$<-

0(1T6 O9(5 TH( PHO1(

Remember
your loved ones

in a
special way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST 

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)
WANTED: 2017 or 
older F150. Super 
cab 4 x 4 5 litre en-
gine. 6.5 box with 
low km. Please call 
905-868- 6921

202 HOUSES
FOR RENT

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACK-
ERS meat processing 
facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years of 
direct hands on expe-
rience in meat cutting 
and processing. Duties 
include cutting and 
sectioning of meat, 
skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into spe-
cialized cuts and pre-
paring for wholesale 
and retail sales. HS 
diploma or equivalent 
required. Positions of-
fered are permanent 
full time and salary is 
$16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs 
a week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please ap-
ply in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in Ar-
thur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via 
fax at 1-519-848-2793 
or via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.

1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

601 ARTICLES WANTED

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Classifi eds
Phone �05-�57-6626 or 1-���-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$395/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$325/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES!

1 YEAR OLD HOUSE in 
Kimberley, ON. 3 bed-
rooms with 2 bedroom 
in-law suite with sepa-
rate entrance. Refer-
ences required. Call Paul 
905-429-7392. 

207 WANTED
TO RENT
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Thanks to Our
Newspaper 
Carriers

KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE KING WEEKLY 
SENTINEL. Routes available in 
your area. Email your name and 
address to denise@lpcmedia.ca

ATTENTION 
CARRIERS 
WANTED
 Apply Today!

We appreciate your dedicated 
service to our publication and 
our community.

THE KING 
WEEKLY 

SENTINEL

In Print & Online
www.KingSentinel.com

I AM LOOKING for a 
perfect spot to share 
and host my MY PET 
SITTING SERVICE. 
I’m looking for a spot 
in the countryside, 
near Nobleton, in the 
King Road area, be-
fore the holidays. We 
work together with 
local veterinarians. 
Once established, I 
will off er pet sitting 
in a scenic area and 
welcome your pets. 
We have to prepare 
for the holidays now. 
Help me fi nd the per-
fect spot. For more 
information, contact 
Elke - 416 767 2442

More
Classifi eds
next page



808 STORAGE

Only a few spots left!
OUTDOOR STORAGE

Call for pricing
519-941-3476

blackiesdk@gmail.com.
blackiesstorage.ca

312092 16th Line, 
East Garafraxa, ON

705 ANNIVERSARIES

804 SERVICES

PLEASE  RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

708 OBITUARIES

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur
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Call, text or email anytime and let us treat you like family too!
Of� ce Phone Number: 519-288-2228 

Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com • Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com 
www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

Kidd Family Auctions is bubbling with excitement to showcase one of the largest syphon 
bottle collections in North America and Europe. 500+ items on the auction block! 
Approximately 90% of the collection is syphon bottles, while the remaining 10% focuses 
on antique soda bottles.

There is a large selection of Canadian pieces, particularly from Ontario. There are 
bottles from across the United States, particularly from New York & Pennsylvania. 
The international pieces represent the UK, Argentina, Australia, New Zealand, France, 
Hungary and the Netherlands. Notable brands include Coca-Cola, Nehi, Orange Crush, 
Zeitz, 7-Up and Saratoga. This is a must-see auction for enthusiasts and collectors alike!

Preview: Dec 13th, 10a-4p, or call for an appointment on another day. Preview & Pickup 
will be at our Home Of� ce Base, 438280 4th Line, Melancthon (North of Shelburne).

Features: Tulip Bott Co. – Emerald Green Embossed Tulip; Saskatoon Bottling Works 
– Brown Acid-Etched; The Tune Bottling Co. – Lime Green Blown Glass Acid-Etched; 
Propriete de la Brasserie du Faubourg Lillers – Rosaline Marquise Acid-Etched; C. 
H. Norton - Azur Blue Blown Glass Acid-Etched; Schweppes Limited – Clear Acid-
Etched Vauxhall w/ Paper Label – Porcelain Lined 30oz Syphon Bottle; Fabrique d’Eaux 
Gazeuses et Sirops – Yellow 
Uranium/Ouraline Fluted Acid-
Etched; Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company – Cobalt Blue Acid-
Etched Tahiti/Portello – 26oz 
Seltzer Bottle and more!

Lots begin closing at 5pm on 
Dec 13th. If you’re interested 
in absentee bids, give us a call 
at 519-288-2228. 

DECEMBER 13TH AT 5PM
SPRITZER SHOWCASE – 

RARE SYPHON BOTTLE COLLECTION.

LIVE AUCTION SALE
for Thomas Hyatt

From the town of Hillsburgh come north on Trafalgar Rd (Reg Rd 25/Cty Rd 24) to the Erin/East Garafraxa 
Townline. Turn east and go 1.4km to 8th Line. Then south 1km to sale on east side of road. OR from Hwy 109 
(at Waldemar) come south on Cty Rd 24 (Regional Rd 25) for 10km to East Garafraxa/Erin Townline. Turn east 
and go 1.4km to 8th Line. Turn south and come 1 km to sale on East side of road.
                                                        ** SALE TO BE HELD IN HEATED SHOP**
Vehicles (all sold as is): 1967 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow sedan, 4 dr, 107K mi; 1979 Lincoln Continental Mark 5 
coupe, cloth int, 400 V8; 1999 Mercedes SLK 450, 2 dr, hard top; 1999 Mercedes CLK 430 convertible, black, 
leather, 295K km; Mitsubishi Fuso cube van, 8’x16’ box, diesel, lift gate; 2015 Dodge Outdoorsman 4x4 truck, 
Eco-diesel, 4 dr, white, cloth int, 334K km; 1999 Dodge Ram 3500 Cummins dually, 12ft flatbed, 74K km, white; 
2006 Ford F450 diesel ambulance, converted to camper.  Tractor: MF 240 tractor, single remote, R: 13.6-28, 
794hrs, very nice; Trailers: 2013 5th wheel flatbed trailer, 14000lbs, ramps, tandem, 22’x8’;  2014 Wildwood 
281 XLite 30ft travel trailer; (3)storage trailers 2-46’, 1-40’; 5’x7’ landscape trailer, mesh floor & rear ramp; steel 
3’x5’ trailer. RTVs/ATVs/Snowmobiles/Golf Cart, +Acc: Kubota 1100 RTV, diesel, 4x4, 400hrs, cab, heat, A/C, 
hydr dump; JD 825i 4x4 Gator, hydr dump; Toro Workman MDX, hydr dump; 2005 Skidoo Rotax 1000 SDI, 
3572 mi; 2002 Skidoo Legend Rotax 600, 12,000km; 1977 Skidoo Elan 250; MFC50 4-wheeler; Golf cart, 
Yamaha gas motor, bench seat, box;  ATV snowblade; Can-AM 6ft snowblade for side-by-side. Lawnmowers:
JD 3325 reel mower; JD 1600 diesel mower 11’cut; JD lawnmower for parts; Kubota T1770 riding lawnmower, 
17hp, 48” cut. Mach/Equip/Accs: Hyster 50 propane forklift; (2) wood hay wagons; front mount skidsteer 
6ft bushog, hydr drive; Sullair 425 diesel compressor on trailer, JD engine; skidsteer mount tree shear; JD 
54” riding mower snowblade; mounting harness; payloader snowblade. Shop/Farm Rel: (NIB-new in box): 
25’x50’x16’h Quonset hut-brand new (has all parts); 1100 sq ft mezzanine with galvanized flooring; Generac 
generators-2000 & G8000; B&S TMG-GWC5 woodchipper, 420cc engine; gas hedge trimmers (Stihl HS45, 
Echo HC150); Echo gas leaf blower; (4)Dri-Eaz turbo dryers; tool box; hardware; qty transfer hose; stone; 
paving slabs; paving bricks; uncut firewood; asst lumber & building supplies; sandblasting cabinet -NIB; 
propane heaters; (2)Saracco ind size sandblasters; KEW 0940C elec pressure washer; asst hand/power 
tools; HD ext cords; Honda EB10000 generator, 450hrs; chainsaws-Husqvarna, Stihl; Tomcat GTX 30D floor 
sweeper; John Bean brake lathe FMC 601PF; fuel tank with elec pump; qty ladders; (90) 4x5 round bales first 
cut hay. Misc/Furn: Pool table, wood bed, 5’x8’; golf clubs(R); chairs; wood table; dressers; cooler for golf cart; 
canoes- 2-Evergreen,1-Sportspal; (4) hitching posts from Windsor Raceway.
Lunch Booth & Washroom Available  Preview: Friday December 6, 1-6pm                                   
Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner and/or Auctioneer will not be 
held responsible for accident or loss on day of sale. All items are sold “As Is”. All verbal announcements on 
day of sale take precedence over written ads.

Owner: Thomas Hyatt (647) 680-7164

Saturday December 7, 10am
6117 8th Line, Hillsburgh (Erin), ON  

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264
Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos
email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

REMINDER

50th Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration

for Don & Deb Crumbie

Friends & Family
please join us on

Sunday, December 22, 2024
1 - 4 pm Open House

Rotary Hall
72 Prospect St., Beeton

Stories, Laughter & Best Wishes only
A donation to the Food Bank would 

be appreciated.

Friends & Family

Beatty: Irene Hope
Peacefully on November 25, 2024 at Royal 
Victoria Health Centre, Barrie. Irene (Thorne) 
at the age of 93 years, beloved wife of the late 
Sydney Beatty. Loving mother of Craig Beatty 
(Marjorie Tepina), Paula Beatty (Paul Burley) and 
the late Keith Beatty. Deeply loved grandmother 
of Sierra (Christian), Alyssa, Ryan (Sarah), and 
Emily. Irene was predeceased by her brother 
Robert. Forever in the hearts of the extended 
family, and friends.
The family will receive friends at Rod Abrams 
Funeral Home, 1666 Tottenham Road, Tottenham 
905-936-3477, on Saturday, January 4, 2025 from 
10:30 am until time of Memorial Service in the 
Chapel at 11:30 am. Interment at Alliston Union 
Cemetery. For those who wish donations in 
memory of Irene can be made to Canadian Cancer 
Society. Online condolences and memories can 
be made to www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.



The TIMES – December 5, 2024 – Page 15

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

TRUETEMPSOLUTIONS@OUTLOOK.COM  (705) 440-3918
Proudly Serving Alliston & Surrounding Area

HE ATING &  COOLING

Steve Of All Trades

705 816-0221
RENOVATIONS, MINOR REPAIRS

Residential/Commercial

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

RW Contracting / Home Improvements

705-435-9602

Painting • Flooring
Dry Wall Work

Popcorn Ceiling Removal
Backsplashes • Basement Reno’s

CARPET CLEANING HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 7re-:potting ࠮
rnit\re 4o]ing\- ࠮
eodoriaing+ ࠮
olo\r )rightening* ࠮
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Y� r local fencing
   professi� als

One St�  Sh�  f
  all y� r Fencing and Deck Needs

•  Bonded &  insured
•  WSI B &  CRA  COM P LI A NT
•  5 y ear w arranty

New Subdivision Specialist
Decks • Fences • Gates

Post Replacement
Tear Down & Disposal

Email kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.ca
647-53-FENCE(33623)

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

JUNK REMOVAL

NEW TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Colour Consultation • Interior & Exterior Painting • Decks & Fences

Aaron Harcourt  | 705.890.7191
harcourtcodesigns@gmail.com

harcourtcodesigns.com 

15% DISCOUNT FOR BOOKING DURING WINTER MONTHS!

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

Full Roof Replacement • Repairs
Eavestrough  • Soffi  t/Fascia

Insulation & More!

CALL TO BOOK YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY!

416-522-7486
info@trevorsroofrepairs.com
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN
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37 Young Street, Alliston    705-435-1405




